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OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON APRIL 7, 1978 AT 8:00 P.M. AT THE RED CROSS 
HEADQUARTERS 
818 - 4th Street No., St. Petersburg, FL 


PROGRAM 


Preparations for the upcoming public service events: Festival of States 
Parades, Mutt Derby and Boat Regatta. Please come if you volunteered. 
PEF St RP Ste tet et et Stete¢atat st Stet St St Stata tetStet Stet Stetetetstetetetate= 


The meeting of March 3, 1978 was called to order by Rex Cottrell W4GPL, 
President at 8:00 P.M. Sixty one members and guests were welcomed. 


The program for the evening was presented by one of our members, Bud 
Norwood WA4QGV. He spoke on the subject of insurance and how it pertains 
to our radio gear. It was an extremely informative program and we thank 
WA4QGV for coming all the way from Sarasota for this meeting. He was asked 
to present another program in the near future. 


The meeting was recessed at 9:00 P.M. for coffee and doughnuts, and 
was called back to order at 9:30 P.M. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The Treasurer's Report was given by Frank Ryll W4VIP. 


Rex Cottrell W4GPL requested that members volunteer for the Festival 
of States activities. Betty Bellows WA4TJG took the names of the volunteers. 


Rex Cottrell W4GPL announced that the April meeting will be a short 
meeting to prepare for the upcoming public service events. The May meeting 
will feature Vie and Linda Astolfi, WB4FYS and WB4FYU, and their computer. 


Hank Huth WA4WKO told about his column in FLORIDA SKIP. He is planning 
to combine the activities of the SPARC and the Metro Amateur Radio Club into 
one column. He is also having trouble collecting news items and requests 
that anyone with an item of general interest contact him. 


Recognition was given to Bob Smith WB40IG for his excellent work in the 
mailing of the SPARC GAP paper and for obtaining a lower postage rate. Thanks 
Bob. 


Woody Huddleston K4SCL gave the Repeater Team Report. He said that 
repairs and maintainance have been recently done on the equipment. He pur- 
chased a replacement strip and tubes at the Miami Hamfest. He also said that 
an updated letter needs to be sent to Mr. Dusseault at the St. Petersburg 
Times. 


Meeting adjourned at 9:55 P.M. 


RADIO CLASS 
THE NEXT CLASS FOR AMATEUR 
RADIO NOVICE, TECHNICIAN, 
GENERAL WILL BEGIN APRIL 17 
AT DIXIE HOLLINS HIGH SCHOOL. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 
ST. PETE. 895-3671. 
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Well, here we are again with our Spring tourist activity program to try 
to help out. We do have to admit that it is a chance for us to show our friends 
(friends ?) and neighbors that we aren't just a bunch of nuts with a lot of 
wires all over the roof, and occasionally, the source of the interference on 
their favorite T.V. program. 


As you know, several of the events for this Spring are past history by the 
time this is published, but the fact remains: HAMS have been able to prove 
their worth in a public spirited way, and they have furnished a service, not 
otherwise available to Mr. John Q. Public or the various organizations he 
represents. 


When we consider Walkathons, boat races, parades, swim meets, and sporting 
events, this writer feels that we have a place in normal Civilian life, This 
"fun" practice keeps us prepared for the many types of disasters and emergencies 
that come to the news surface daily. HR reports that the New York City Police 
value amateur radio assistance to the point that they are arranging Police/Ham 
training classes for future assistance in emergencies. 


This writer wants to thank each and everyone of you for your time, help, 
good will, and willingness to give of your time. To those of you who would like 
to have helped but circumstances prevented your participation, your desire and 
interest are also very much appreciated. 


With vacation time almost here, let me wish all of you the very best one 
ever in case I don't get a chance to say so in person. 


Our April club meeting will be almost completely taken up with Festival 
of States Parade events. We will have a very good program on tap for May and 
we hope to see all of you at both meetings. 


Any suggestions and/or criticisms you have in reference to our Club can 
be talked over. My phone number is 391-5158. 
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This is a BIG THANK YOU to Alice Stocky WB4ZPU for taking over my duties 
as Secretary last month. Thanks, Gal, you're one in a million. You did a super 
jobs 


And this is another BIG THANK YOU to everyone who wished me good thoughts 
while I was in the hospital. I enjoyed hearing your comments on the repeater, 
and I especially enjoyed receiving all the lovely (and some funny) cards. I am 
still getting them from my fellow hams all over the State, and I know they did 
more to keep my spirits high and get me back to good health than all the medicine 
in the world! 76 to each and everyone of you, 


Faith WA4WOU 


PLEASE ADD THE FOLLOWING NAMES TC YOUR 1977 MEMBERSHIP LI.t. 


jowel . Horle 301 Belcher #903 Largo 33541 536-3973 
Waive tie Whitmire 1530 72 Ave. NE. 33702 879-2571 
W54RCF Dana Parks 705 Country Park Clearwater 33516 536-7289 
W4 BUB Edgar Powers 109 Phillips Way Palm Harbor 33563 784-1656 
WBE4PIB Walt McLennan 6346 eee ece eee 33581 
V 1M 804 E, Hamilton Tampa 
arn ae seek vegies tay 1 P.0.Box 58 Niliinocket, Maine 04462 
WB4SMU Ken Moyer 3606 Oriole lane Seminole 33542 393-1751 
WBADAA Wm Schopge 1100 102 Ave N. #103 33702 576-4665 


(2) 


CONGRATULATIONS TO 


SPARC and SPARC REPEATER TEAM. 


WC. “BILL AAZELL W4ATAD 
Rox 3468 Seminole, Fla, 33542 


phone 595-4225 


-GEORGE HASELTINE- 


6050 - 7H AVE. NO. 


ST. PETERL BURG, FL 33710 


© SEWERS & DRAINS CLEANED BY 
ELECTRIC MACHINE 


¢ 30 DAY GUARANTEE ON ALL 
REPAIR WORK 


© FREE ESTIMATES AND INSPECTIONS 


¢ WASHERLESS FAUCETS INSTALLED 


¢ WATER HEATERS - 
REPAIRED & REPLACED 


= LICENSED & INSURED 
COUNTY CERT. #1214 


» GARBAGE DISPOSALS 

¢ 24 HOUR SERVICE 

* WASHING MACHINE - HOOK-UPS 
e VANITIES 

© STAINLESS STEEL SINKS 

* LAUNDRY TRAYS 


» MAYBE WE CAN FIX THAT FAUCET 
THAT SOMEONE ELSE SAID SHOULD 
BE REPLACED. 


Plumbing 


PHONE 
013/343-4580 


IF YOU REPAIR YOUR OWN FAUCETS 
AND RUN INTO TROUBLE~CALL ME. 
I'LL DO THE BEST | CAN TO HELP YOU 
OVER THE PHONE BEFORE SENDING 
SOMEONE TO YOU. 

. 

IF 1 CAN SAVE YOU A SERVICE 
CHARGE NOW AND THEN, MAYBE 
YOU'LL REMEMBER ME WHEN SOME~ 
THING HAPPENS THAT YOU CAN'T 
HANDLE. 

WE WANT REPEAT CUSTOMERS; 
PEOPLE WHO WILL DEAL WITH US FOR 
THE NEXT 20 YEARS OR MORE. AND 
WE HOPE THAT IN THAT TIME YOU WILL 
NOT NEED TO CALL US OFTEN, THINGS 
ARE EXPENSIVE ENOUGH WITHOUT AN 
UNPLANNED PLUMBING BILL. 

° 

EACH BILL THAT YOU RECEIVE WILL 

BE ITEMIZED - SO NO HIDDEN CHARGES. 


GEORGE HASELTINE: 


Plumbieg 
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MID AMERICA'S FASTEST GROWING HAM RADIO CENTER 


AMATEUR RADIO 
SELL - TRADE - BUY 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR -- 
KENWOOD - SWAN - TEMPO - HY-GAIN - CDE = COLLINS 
R.L. DRAKE - CLEGG - GALAXY - TEN TEC - REGENCY 
MOSLEY - NEWTRONICS - HALLICRAFTERS - TRI-EX - ROHN 


ASK_ABOUT OUR CREDIT PLANS = MASTER CHARGE & REVOLVING 


Associated Radio Communications 
8012 Conser P.O.BOX 4327 Phone: DU. 1-5900 


1 
Overland Park, Kensas 66204 Ps) 
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Sarasota, Florida 
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If we meet and you forget 
me, you have lost nothing; 
but tf you meet JESUS 
CHRIST and forget Him 

you have lost everything. 
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WE REBUILD, RADIO, HI FI, AND TV LOUDSPEAKERS 
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SPEAKER RECONING SERVICE 


WILMER CHAPIN W4MCA PHONE 895-3401 
1679 27th AVE. NORTH. ST. PETERSBURG, FLA. 33713 


LAND LINE: (813) 521-2436 


ALEXANDER 
ELECTRONICS. we. 


TWO.WAY RADIO SALES & SERVICE 
8131 U.S. Hwy. 19 
N. Pinellas Park, Fla. 33565 


Business Band Citizens Band Amateur 


Sam WB4HXQ. 
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Telephone 822-3293 OB é 
APPOINTMENT NECESSARY x x H Eon Compliqermary 
: , call: 
H COSMETICS (¢13) 522.0180 
, , y, 3 
Linda Lee 5 eee : a 
Lf 3 
HOP | 
EUS snl fe) : FAITH MORGAN 
4 : Independent Beauty Consultant 
H 
3 
HELEN BRACE pebcressr tg ihhy $  1700Colorado Ave.,N.E. © St. Petersburg, Fla. 33703 
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HIGH & DRY MARINA SALES & SERVICE 


a= CENTURY ORTS) 


Pass MARINA, INC. 


12798 GULF BOULEVARD. 
TREASURE ISLAND. FLORIDA 33708 
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BAIT-ICE-GIFTS TELEPHONE 300-6907 
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City of St. Tetersburg discovered that if it fcced 4 major 
disccter it needed volunteer communications + Petersburg 
Amateur Zacio Club got behind this ;roject inted Woody 
(K4SCL)Repeater Trustce. ed the free cite offered 

by the City and applied for 4 license ir Aug. 1974, 

The license errived Dec, 20 1574 and it went on the air that 
night at 8:15. It was given the call sign ‘RAL. 

The repeater included a G.3,Progress Line reyeater station with 
80 watts output, WIGA? duplexer, and a Thelps Dodge Super Station 
Nocter Antenna, which at the time xas side mounted at 106" and 
wae located at Old Fire Headquarters 150-14 St. N. The equipment 
yas in a stand:rd G.3. cabinet about 60"x22"x22", with doors 
and locks front and back, A loud speaker sete on top, a green lamp 
glows when the filaments are on, ard @ red lamplights when the 
‘transmitter is keyed. Two meters are available for checking or 
monitoring various receiver and transmitter circuits. 

The Gv station identifer his a computer-type memory and circuitry 
which transmits the repeater call sign in Os every 3 minutes, if 
the repeater has been used during this 3 minutes. 

‘The meeting place for the repeeter team wac held in a classroom 
at the Fire Headquarters. 

Remote control was accomplished by dedicrted telephone lines. 
The State hec to investigate each control operator, Thie took 
considerable time andwas costly. Zach control point required a 
control encoder and battery with a charger. 

Moving day was March 7, 1976. We left Fire Headquarters and mov 
to our present cite at the St. Petersburg Times and Independent 
Publishing Co. 1301 -34 St. N. Our own brand new Phelps Dodge 
Super Station Macter Antenna and hard-line coexiel feed-line was 
placed 210’ above ground level. 

Krs. Kalabash (extreme interference at Fire Headquarters) was once 
ang for all lei to rect, SUCH JOY---and also we did not disturb 
our new neighbors on the tower with QRN. 

Our repeater cabinet is housed in the little metal building at 
the base of the toxer. The dedicated telephone lines had to be 
also moved, which was an added expense. d 

Cur next major move was May 1976 to change our meeting place to 
the imerican ed Cross 615 -4St. X. We enjoyed more rocm,a kitchen 
(before the coffee vot had to be filled at a water spigot outside 
of the building) and last but not least bathrooms, “ho can forget 
the long drive to the "outhouse"!!! 

Nov. 17, 1576 we were able to go fromdedicated zhone lines to 
our presert control system, This system uses @ simple tone encoder 
and any telephone, which gives thecontrol operators freedom of 
movement during their watch. 

Our ltest addition is an extra transmitter strip. 

I hope this brings members up to date on the repeater 
history. As you all know it takes a lot of loving care, dedicated 
people, and money to keep it on the air, The repeater is just 4 


machine --- it's the fellowship, consideration, and respect for 
others that makes SPARC 147.66/06 famous. 
de WANTIG 
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For the first time in history we are about to achieve true 
democracy, The reason? Inflation. Luxuries and necessities 
are selling for the same price. 

Save money on your Homeowners Insurance. Many homeowners policies 
have a $100 deductible on wind and hail and a $50 deductible on 
all other perils. The $100 deductible on wind and hail is manda- 
tory. The $50 deductible on all other perils (fire, lightning, 
theft, etc.) is optional. Check with your agent to see how much 
you can save by going to a straight $100 deductible on all perils. 
You will probably be surprised to find that you will save a mini- 
mum of $15 per year. In just a little over 3 years you would have 
paid out the $50 in premium. 


The chief deduction most people make from their income tax is 

that government costs too much. 

Is my amateur radio transceiver covered by my automobile insurance 
policy if it is permanently attached to my car and I carry com- 
prehensive coverage on my policy? Yes, says State Farm Mutual, 
world's largest insurer of automobiles. State Farm's policy excludes 
coverage on citizens pand transceivers and stereo tape decks un- 
less you purchase specific coverage for them. Amateur transceivers 
that are (1)- wired into the car's electrical system and (2) mounted 
to the vehicle (mounting pracket) are covered for theft losses, 
assuming that you are a licensed radio amateur and are carrying 
comprehensive coverage on your auto policy. CAUTION: Check with 
your agent. All companies are not the same. Some exclude coverage 
on all two-way radio equipment 


There's an element of truth in every idea that lasts long enough 
to be called corny. Irving Berlin 

Rumor Mill: Swan is planning to enter the VHF-UHF market in a 
big way. Dentron's new HF transceiver sounds nothing short of 
fantastic, and at an affordable price, made in USA. Production 
date still unknown. 


Michigan Legislature proposes new bill to require Police Permit 
for CB radios, and other similar devices. Supposedly the only 
exceptions would be law enforcement officers or a bona fide amateur 
radio operator holding a "conditional, general, advanced, or extra 
class amateur license". Looks like they are a little behind times 
with the term "conditional". What about Technicians? Violators 
would be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for 
not more than 1 year, or by a fine of not more than $500, or both. 
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Silver 
Dee ie res Hammer 


Master ‘Craftsman 
ity Gallery 
Lapidary Equipment and Supplies 
Jewelry Repair 
Custom Jewelry Design 
Gems Cut to Order 7230 Central Avenue { St. Petersburg, Fla. 33707 
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Authorized GRAVES Lapidary Dealer 
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THE FLORIDA WEST COASTS! ONLY FULL-SERVICE AMATEUR RADIO 


SALES & SERVICE STORE OPERATED BY HAMS, FOR HAMS. 


AGL €lectronies 


1800-B Drew St. © Clearwater, Florida 33515 © Tel: (813) 461-HAMS 


CLOSE OUL MIDLAND 13-509 220MC — $:136.95 

SALES NEW AND USED EQUIPTMENT 

FULL ICOM LINE-15% OFF FOR CASH=TEMPO ONE W/PS $ 440.00 CASH 
TEMPO 2020- $ 680,00 CASH-NYE KEYERS, DENTRON TUNERS, AMPLIFIERS, 


MIDLAND 13-513 SYNTHESIZED 220 MC RIG CASH SPECIAL $ 429.95. 
~ WILSON ROTORS, ANTENNA, WALKIES, 


HOURS. 
MONDAY-SATURDAY HOURS: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 


<u ce em i ee ee a ee 


Thanks for wishing me a nice day! I'll haye one, and a nice forever 
too. Here's why: 


I've taken Christ as my Savior; 

All my sins are forgiven; 

I'm going to live with God forever; and 
I have no fear of death any more. 


A person with those benefits is GUARANTEED nice days. Only one thing 
might tarnish my joy. The fact that you may not have them. 


It's so simple to have them. All you have to do is receive Christ. 
He is the GUARANTEE, and He's available. Here's His offer: 


"Behold I stand at the door and knock: if any man hear my voice and 
open the door, I will come in!" (Revelation 3:20) 


You've answered a knock before. As you'd open the door of your home 
to a friend, open your heart to Christ. Say to Him..."Come into my 
heart Lord, and be my Savior." The peace you feel after that is your 
GUARANTEE that... 


you'll haye a nice day, and a nice forever too! 


PAID ADVERTISING BY CONCERNED 


CHRISTIANS 
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MEMBERSHIP $10.00 ANNUALLY 
‘SPOUSE 1,00 


MEETING NYGHT 3d FRIDAY oF 
RACH HOWTH 
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PHONE 526-7744 


ADMIRAL HOURS 8:30- 5:00 PM 
SALES DAILY 
BOB KASTLE K4YTQW- LIMITED AMATEUR WORK SAT. -9:00 to 12:00 
CALL FOR INFORMATION. 
KASTLE Tv 


TRADE IN YOUR OLD TV (OR LET US 
FIX IT TO WORK LIKE NEW) 
SERVING ST, PETERSBURG AREA- 24 YEARS -SAME LOCATION 
3898 - 48TH AVE.,NO. ST. PETERSBURG, FLA. 
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PHONE 527-5541 


D AND C SHELL SERVICE 


5601 - 34TH STREET NO. 
ST. PETERSBURG, FLA. 33714 


Dallas 
WA4OST 
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‘\ NEWINGTON CT FEBRUARY 16 1978 TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS 


SPARC GAP 


OFFICIAL BULLETIN: NR 693 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS 


The FCC announced February 13, 1970 that it is pei Ping 
dcensed amateur radio operators to operate their primary 
tations as repeater, auxiliary link, control and remotely 
wntrolled stations without -prior FCC approval. Primary 
stations operating in the repeater mode must identity by 
following their call sign with RPT/repeater, prigary stations 
operating in the auxiliary link mode must identify by 
following their call sign with AUX/auxiliary, depending on 
the mode used. There are no special identification 
requirements required ‘for primary stations operating in the 
control or remotely controlled modes, This waiver is 
effective immediately and will terminate when the FCC 
releases a further order in 21033 pertaining to this matter. 
The upcoming edition of the Repeater Directory will include 
ictive repeaters operating under this new authorization, as 
yell as those operating under WR call signs, provided that 


«nformation has been registered with ARRL headquarters by 
ferch 1 OF 


OFFICIAL BULLETIN NR 694 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS 
NEWINGTON CT "FEBRUARY 16 1978 T0 ALL RADIO AMATEURS BY 


FCC has adopted type ‘acceptance of amateur power 
amplifiers and a ban on all commercially available 
Power amplifiers capable of being operating between 

24 and 35 Miz. ‘The Commission has not yet“determined 
the effective date of the new rules, adopted in Dockets 
21116 and 21117 on February 16, 1978. An amateur will 
continue to have the-right to build or modify an 
amplifier for personal use on the ten meter band. AR 


gnateurs ably “supplied 
emergency commmications: 8uring the blizzards which 
Paralyzed the midvest and northeast during the past 
Several weeks. QST will document the performance of 
amateurs who aided the commnications in an upcoming 
issue. To maintain the completeness of our record 
of public service, please report your blizzard relate 
activities to the ARRL Communications Department, 
225 Main Street, Newington, CT 06111. Each amateur 
reported active will receive the ARKL Public Service 
Award soon after the Q8T writeup appears. AR 


OFFICIAL, BULLETIN NR 695 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS = 
NEWINGTON CT FEBRUARY 23 1978 TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS BY 


Starting April 1, W1AW will aim-beams on 20, 15 and 10 
meters at Europe for code practice and ew and RTTY 


“pulletins at 1400, 1500, 1600 and 2100 UTC, Monday, 


Wednesday and Friday only. The trial will run three 
months and continuance of the service will depend on 
listener response. Further details will appear in 
Operating News, March Q8T. AR 


OFFICIAL BULLBTIN NR 692 FROM ARKL HMADQUAKLERS. 
NEWINGTON CT FEBRUARY 10°1978 TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS Bf 


On. Wednesday Febrnary:8,.FCC took action in Docket 21135 
to-dbolish the-licensing of secondary and special events 
stations. No action-eoncerning the disposition of club, 
miitteryrecreation, and-RACES stations was taken at this 
times However; the: Commission adopted a Notide of Proposed 
Rulemaking concerning the revision of eligibility criteria 
and processing procedures for these types of licenses. 
lso,,ap immediate freeze was imposed. on, the :ecceptaens: 
a€epplications for. new club, military reexeation;~end- 
RACES station licenses. Modifications and renewals will 
still be accepted. Present secondary station licenses 
will be valid until the end of their terms, and 
Procedures will be set up to allow licensees to switch 
‘their primary and secondary call signs should they prefer 
ta keep their secondary call. ‘The effective date of the 
action is not yet known,but will be no sooner then 

March 13. 
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Continued FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
FIELD OPERATIONS BUREAU 
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The amateur should first determine that he has complied with Section 97.73 
of the amateur rules in reducing or eliminating spurious radiations. The spurious radiation shall not 
be of sufficient intensity to cause interference in receiving equipment of good engineering design in- 
cluding adequate selectivity characteristics, which is tuned to a frequency or frequencies outside the 
frequency band of emission normally required for the type of emission being employed by the amateur 
station. He should also comply with Section 97.77 in various other respects, such as eliminating feed- 
back of radio frequency energy through power lines and by reducing direct radiation from the different 
Stages of‘his transmitter and from the a.c. and d.c, leads which should not, but which might, be radiating 
radio frequency energy. 


After assuring himself that his transmitter is not at fault the amateur should, as a matter of 
voluntary cooperation with the complainant, determine whether or not the operation of his transmitter 
blankets television reception. If such is the case the amateur should suggest the installation of a high- 
pass filter. If the filter, when connected at the receiver terminals reduces the interference, it is very 
probable that when it is connected inside the receiver at the tuner input by the receiver manufacturer’s 
representative or the TV viewer’s radio serviceman, it will eliminate or very greatly reduce the inter- 
ference. If the amateur station operation to which the TV receiver is found susceptible is confined 
entirely to a single frequency it may be simpler to correct or mitigate this condition by means of a simple 
wave trap tuned to the amateur station’s fundamental frequency and connected to the input of the TV 
receiver. In extreme cases the amateur might find it helpful to reorient his antenna with respect to the 
complainant’s antenna, and possibly reduce power on the frequency to which the TV set is susceptible 
during those times the complainant has a program he particularly wishes to see or hear, in order to 
lessen the strength of the induction field of his transmitting antenna at those times. 


TECHNICAL INFORMATION ON INTERFERENCE SUPPRESSION 


There are nany sources of published information outlining steps for the suppression of inter- 
ference. Books, radio amateur magazines and other publications covering this subject are available 
at public libraries and book stores. While the Commission is not in a position torecommend or approve 
any individual publication on this subject, the following information is furnished for assistance. ‘‘Tele- 
vision Interference’’, compiled by the Remington Rand Laboratory of Advanced Research, South Norwalk, 
Conn., contains reprints of selected magazine articles on TVI, and lists a large number of references to 
such articles. ‘‘TVI - Television Interference, Its Causes and Cures” published by Radio Magazines, 


Inc., New York, ‘‘The Radio Amateur’s Handbook’? published by the American Radio Relay League (ARRL), 
Newington, Conn. and ‘*Radio Handbook"’ published by Editors and Engineers Limited, Santa Barbara, 
California, all contain information concerning TVI problems. The January 1952 issue of QST, a magazine 
published by the ARRL, outlines the Commission’s plan for handling TVI. Information is given on the’ 
manner in which Commission field offices cooperate with technical committee groups assisting in problems 
of interference to radio and television. 


For your convenience and guidance, some of the more usual steps to be’taken in the elimination 
of interference are listed below: 


(a) Completely shield your transmitter. 
(b) Install a well- shielded low - pass filter. 


(c) Reduce transfer of harmonics between stages by means such as loosely coupled 
grounded link coupling between stages and electrostatic shielding in RF coupling 


transformers. 


(d) Install a high ‘‘Q’’ series inserted parallel tuned harmonic trap in the plate circuit 
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